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WAS SELF DEFENSE

John Helhorst Justified In

Shooting Wilmerink.
*

VERDICT OF THE JURY

Which Coroner Leﬁny Sum=
moned to Hold Inquest.

Case Agalnst Prisoner WIill Hava to
ke Ground Through tha Courta
to Clear Revord.

John Helhorst, who shot and killed
John Wilmerink In a saloon row at 183
Puttervorth avenue Friday night last,
witd exoneraled this mornlng by tLhe
coroner’'s jury Impaneled by Coroner
Simeon LeRoy. The {nquest was held In
the Farmers' cluly room in the county
bullding and Helhorst was toalken io Lthe
room by Depuly Sheriff Barker. Tel-
horst was the Mrat witnoess.

John Wilmerink, c¢ousin of the dead
man: Horry I, Aay, Orrie 1lelhorst,
Jamea Ripels, John Skelley, Daniel
Malervy, Edward Troy, Patrolman Dugi,
Detective Jerry Larr, Frank Hendreicks,
Coroner Filliker, Dr. Chamberiain and
13, John WiHmerlnk were among the
other witnesses who gave testimony be-
fore the jury. Rev, Henry Schuman was
also introduced as-o witness on Lhe part
of Wilmerink, and after a fow minules
af dellberntion the jurara returned i vers
dict in which they found that the shoot-
Ing of Wilmerink was one of justifiuble
homicide,

The jury in ita formal verdiet stated
that Wilmerink came ro his death from
a revolver shot fMred by Helhorst and
that IHelhorst flred under provoeation
sufficient to mnke the shot nevessury
for purpnses of self-pregorvallon.

There wnsg n cheer and much hand-
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clnpplng when the verdiet was read byt
the foveman, Coptain Bellnire, and the
mother of Helhorat wept unrestrainedly.
Helhorst eantralled himself only  with
# supreme  effore apnd  turned (o be
congratulated hy his friends and coun-
sel, Atlorney George Thompson.

Helhorat was taken hacek to the jail,
Troseculing Attorney Tirown stuted at
soon today that a complaint would be
iusved, chorging Helhorst with murder,
amd that he would be tnken Intn the
Tollee court for nn examination. While
the stnte altorney does nol doubt Lhe
wisdmmn of the coroner's jary in return-
ing Its exonerating verdlet, Helhorst wil)
hove {o be given n formal examination
nt least In the lower court, for the pur-
rose of clearing the record. In view of
the testlimony Introdueced this will prob-
ably be ns far as the case will go, and It
will In all probabllity be thrown out
of the couria by Judge Haggerty.
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